The survival probability increased with each year a patient survived after resection. When a patient had already survived five years after resection, the probability to survive another five years was 83%. Careful clinicopathologic staging is important for the prognosis after resection.
INTRODUCTION
The prognosis of patients with malignant tumours is influenced by factors which can be categorised into patient-, tumour-, and treatment-associated factors [1] . In the present article, an effort is made to evaluate the prognostic significance of various [21] . Lymph node involvement around the stomach is very rare in carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater [21, 22] . There is a considerable mortality and morbidity of local resection, which may exceed that of Whipple's procedure [10, 11] Our analysis also revealed factors which had no effect on prognosis after resection of ampullary cancer e.g., age and sex, blood transfusions, surgical complications, and preoperative jaundice. Age should not be a contraindication to resection. Perioperative blood transfusion has been identified as a negative prognostic factor in a number of solid tumours [27] [28] [29] . Cameron et al., noted that patients receiving more than 2 units of blood in the perioperative period after resection for pancreatic cancer had a significantly worse prognosis, with transfusion proving to be an independent prognostic factor [30] .
In our opinion, however, the adverse influence of blood transfusion may well be the result of a correlation with other prognostic variables, since transfused patients are very often those who present with poorer performance status, with [36] Dawson and Connolly [37] Mori et al. [38] Monson et al. [39] Bakkevold and Kambestad [40] Willett et al. [41] Matory et al. [42] Sperti et al. [26] Andersen et al. [43] Nakao et al. [44] Roder et al. [25] Chan et al. [45] Futakawa et al. [13] present study [31, 32] . The prognosis after resection of ampullary carcinoma is excellent especially when compared to ductal pancreatic cancer [33] . In this respect our study confirms 
